What | Need to Know

QFRS is committed to ensuring that environmental best practice is considered and applied, where
possible, in all activities it undertakes. Both hazard reduction and wildfire suppression activities can have
an adverse impact on the environment. Some routine day-to-day business may also have a negative
environmental outcome.

Brigades also need to be aware that many of the environmental issues that must be considered may also
apply to the protection of cultural heritage sites.

Some environmental issues that must be considered are:

> the effects of fire regimes — fire intensity, frequency and seasonality — on flora and fauna, soils,
water quality, etc;

> the management of smoke to minimise the impact on the environment and human health;

> the use of foams and herbicides near water courses or in circumstances that might conflict with
land use; e.g. organic farming, conservation management plans;

> weed spread through poor appliance and machinery hygiene as well as inappropriate fire regimes;

> soil erosion resulting from the location and construction of fire trails as well as fires on steep
slopes or prior to major rainfall events;

> suppression strategies and tactics that might be more damaging to remnant or vulnerable
vegetation than the particular fire being controlled;

> burns that might require approval under environmental legislation; e.g. woody weed control and
the Vegetation Management Act.

How | do it

Environmental issues should be considered in relation to all activities. This can include ensuring that
vehicles are free of weeds when visiting properties and attending meetings.

Hazard reduction activities should be planned with regard to the environmental issues outlined above
and the management and treatment of associated risks. The attached checklists provide guidance.

For wildfires, minimum impact suppression tactics should be considered at all incidents and incorporated
into the Incident Action Plans where possible. Suitable expertise should also be included in Incident
Management Teams, and rehabilitation plans may need to be developed for some major incidents and
land tenures (see checklists).

Reference Materials

Area Reference Manual - Business Rule: A1.2 — Hazard Reduction Programs

USEFUL READING:

CFA, Environmental Care Policy

CFA, Environment Strategy

Williams et al. 2001 Savanna Burning: Using and Understanding Fire in Northern

Australia, Tropical Savannas CRC, Darwin
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Legislation

Vegetation Management Act

USEFUL WEB SITES:

www.cfa.vic.gov.au/publications

www.cfa.vic.gov.au/publications

www.gu.edu.au/school/asc/fire2/home.html

www.savanna.cdu.edu.au
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